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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

“Grace to you and peace from God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank my God every time  
I remember you….” (Philippians 1:2-3) 

 

St. Paul usually opens his letters to the faithful by first offering a word of thanks.  Paul knows 
that it is good to be grateful.   During the St. Stephen’s  Bible Studies when we looked at 
prayer, we were reminded that an integral part of praying is giving thanks to God for the 
blessings we have received. 
 
This, my last newsletter article to you, begins and ends with thanks for you, the people of St. 
Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church!  I want to express my gratitude to God and to you for 
the wonderful “3 months” we have spent together in ministry!  It has been a joy and a 
privilege to be your Bridge pastor from June 2021 through June 2022, the longest but quite 
enjoyable 3 months I can recall. 
 
A few parting words of encouragement.  Continue to be open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  
Trust that God will present THE next pastor in God’s time.  Do not fear the future, expect the 
future to be full of opportunity and joy:  As the old and true saying goes, “God is already 
there.”   
 
Let us pray: 
“Loving God, I thank you for the gift of this congregation and for your promise to always be 
present with them.  I thank you for their willingness to be open to your will with both courage 
and fear.  Your church in this place is again going through changes but your mission endures.  
Help the faithful at St. Stephen’s to follow, to dream and to trust. Lead them to the next phase 
of their life as your people in your strength, purpose and adventure.  This we pray in the name 
of the crucified and risen Christ, our Lord and Savior.”    AMEN 
 
With my thanks for all that we have been through together, know that Tors and I shall 
remember you fondly, 
 
Pastor Ahlman 

 
Note:  Be sure to check the bulletin board for pictures of Pastor Ahlman’s farewell reception 

 



President’s Message 

 
From time to time I find myself reminiscing about 
the past. Three of my 4 children have graduated 
high school and its hard to believe how fast the 
time goes.  I can remember much when they were 
little and now they are grown and ready to spread 
their wings and fly.  It make me sad to think about 
them growing up and moving on to build lives for 
themselves.  
 
On the other hand, I am excited to see what 
happens next and I look forward to all the 
possibilities available to them. Its a crazy world we 
live in but through faith and God's guidance I know 
they will choose a gracious path. I hope I have 
taught my children to be humble and kind, to love 
one another and always look forward.   
 
As a congregation we may want to look to the past, 
remember when we had to place folding chairs in 
the aisles around the holidays. Looking forward to 
what may come can be uncomfortable but exciting,  
like a new pair of shoes. I am excited to be on this 
journey with you as we move forward in our faith 
and walk with Jesus.  
 

Jeannette  

 

 

Sunday School  News 

 
        

 

This Sunday is the last official class. We will be 
having the children join the party after church for 
Pastor Ahlman’s “Good-bye”. 
 
No class during the summer.  Enjoy your vacation 
but hopefully I’ll see you in church so you can tell 
me about all the fun your are having.   
 
Looking forward to starting up fresh in the fall! 
 
God bless and stay safe! 
Tess Pinkerton 
 

 

Greetings from your Call Committee! 
 
With love, admiration, and gratitude….. 
 
We turn the spotlight on Pastor Ahlman this month 
to reflect on her service to St. Stephen’s over the 
past year.  
 
As we look back on our journey and her time with 
us, Pastor Ahlman was truly God-sent as someone 
our congregation needed now. Her compassion 
was heartfelt by all of us through worship, 
teaching, and support. She resonated with 
everyone to a degree that helped us grow together 
as a congregation. The needs of the church came 
first in everything Pastor Ahlman was involved with 
and went above and beyond in her commitment. 
 
The same holds true in Pastor Ahlman’s support of 
your Call Committee. Her experience in the call 
process, understanding of our Ministry Site Profile 
and encouragement was immensely helpful to 
move us forward. A model for our future and a 
“tough act to follow” as many have shared. 
Committee members in our prayers hope to 
present a candidate soon who can continue our 
mission and vision like Pastor Ahlman has.   
          
Thank you, Pastor Ahlman, for everything you have 
done and God’s best in your well-deserved return 
to retirement!    
       
God Bless, 
Lynn, Susan, Jenn, Julie, Andrew, Ron 
 

 

Hope Lodge 
 

We will continue to provide meals to Hope Lodge 
through the summer.  Contact Jenn Schneider for 

details 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FREE COMMUNITY  

PATRIOTIC CONCERT 

Sunday, JULY 3,2022 

St. Bede The Venerable Parish Grounds 
1071 Holland Rd, Holland, Pa. 

7 PM to 9 PM rain or shine 
(in the event of rain we will move inside.  See parish website 

on the day of event) 
 

Music by the Verdi Band 

Bring your lawn chairs and a flag. 
Also bring a bell to be rung during the Liberty Bell 

March and for the conclusion of the 1812  Overature 
 

Food and Drink will be available  to purchase during 
the concert 

 
 

Summer  Reading  

 
Join us for our next reading season as we explore all 
genres of literature.  We meet on alternate months 
beginning in October through June.  Our discussion 
begins at 11 AM and continues until noon.  At noon we 
venture to Suburban Diner for lunch and fellowship.  
New members are always welcome.  Plan to bring a 
friend or neighbor to chat about books.   
 
Our October selection is Mere Christianity by C.S.Lewis.  
This discussion will be led by Sue Barrett on October 6th. 

   
   

Thank You to RoseMarie 
McCafferty from 
Assumption BVM RC church 
for her visit to St. Stephen’s 
on June 19th to present The 
Hope Quilt.  This quilt will 
circulate among local 
churches in an initiative to 
overcome racism.  

 
 

 

 
July 4th is coming and St. 
Stephen’s will again march 
in the Lower Southampton 
4th of July Parade. We need 
people, young and old alike 
to walk behind our banner, 

It is important to keep St. Stephen’s present in the 
community.  Details to be announced. 
 
 

Who is God? 
Written by Joan Bowman 

Sometime in the 60’s 
(reprinted from July 2019 Spirit) 

 
 

Who, what or where is God? 
Eternally, man has inquired. 
And some find they must be 
In a church to be inspired. 

 
But, I find God in all I do. 
Wherever I look around. 

For my God sits not in heaven 
But, dwells with me upon the ground 

 
He is a child, engrossed in play 

The sparrow adrift in flight. 
He is the rain, the snow, the wind. 
The force which brings the night. 

 
God exists within us all. 

He is our inner light. 
He is the eternal force 

Which guides us to do right. 
 

When in thought I find myself 
Thinking often as I do. 

I feel the spirit of my God 
Eager to shine through. 

 
I hear God speak in melodic tones 
As the red-breasted robin sings. 
I see our loving God each day, 

For he is all living things. 
 

Happy Vacation 

Go in Peace to love and serve  
the Lord! 

 



 
 

2022 
Congratulations to our Graduates 

 
Cody Collins, graduating from Neshaminy H.S. 
 
Aidan Daly is graduating from Council Rock South 
H.S. and is going to Fox Temple Business school.  
 
Laura Hunsperger is graduating from Neshaminy 

H.S. and is going to Penn State.   
 
Samantha Marano is graduating 
from Council Rock North H.S. going 

to Virginia Tech for Engineering. 
 
 
Kaya Weiser is graduating H.S. and is 

going to MIT for Engineering.  
 
Ana Yocum is graduating from 
Unionville H.S. and is going to 
Liberty University  

 
Shawn Barrett is 
graduating from 
Harvard with an  
AB degree with high honors in 
Neuroscience. 
 
 

Matthew Marshall is graduating 
from Temple University with a 
degree in Engineering. 
  
 
 
Gabrielle Swinehart is graduating from Penn State  
with a degree in Marketing and Sociology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bishop Patricia 

Davenport Joins 
Welcome Service for 
Ukranian Families at 

Immanual Lutheran on 
June 12th 

 
I feel the Spirit bringing 
us all together today in 
power and love.  I just 
want to do my happy dance and say,  the Spirit is 
here!  What has been shared by the musicians, the 
testimonials, the teenage poet, is from the Holy 
Spirit. There is nothing more I can say.    
 Anything I can do to support you and help you, 
please let me know." 
 

Ukrainian families share 
their stories with help of 

interpretor, Oleysya 
Loogvinenka 

 
 

 
 
 

St Stephen’s 
Choir 

 
 
 

 

Ukrainian choir 
 

$1,016 in Donations from this service will be entrusted to St. 
Stephen’s Mission Outreach Committee to be distributed for the 

benefit of Ukranian Refugees. 
 
 
 



 

Thank You, Pastor Ahlman! 

 

What I see in you is the person that God wants us to be. Thank you for your kindness and your discretion 

Donna Koreck   Thank you Pastor Ahlman for all of your encouragement and leadership in the past year. We 

will miss you! Julie Leinhauser   Dear Pastor Ahlman, it has been a privilege having you as our Bridge 

Pastor.  This is the first time ever I had a personal connection with my pastor.  I miss you very much.  Emi 

Banyay   Pastor, It's been a joy and pleasure to have you as our pastor. You'll be sorely missed. Many 

blessings. Norm and Ginny Martinsen  Pastor, it has been a wonderful experience working with and 

alongside you. Art and I wish you and Tors many blessings as you move on to your next chapter. Art & Lynn 

Rhodes  Thank you, Pastor Ahlman, for all your hard work on our behalf; your leadership & support have won 

our hearts. God bless you & Tors as you start a new adventure in your life. Elaine Bohanan  Pastor Ahlman 

did a wonderful job as acting interim pastor. She personally visited our home as well as the hospital while 
Rudy was a patient. Her warmth, compassion and out reach has helped us immensely.  While we are sad to 

see Pastor Ahlman leave, we wish her all the best. Appreciatively, Ruth and Rudy Tafel  Thank you for 

including our children every week and making them feel special.   Love, Rachel & Andrew Townsend  

 

 

 

Thank you for being there for us.  We truly enjoyed your joy, sermons, Kindness, especially with the children. 

Best Regards, Rich and Jerri Weiser   God blessed our church when he sent Pastor Kristina to us.  She has a 

positive spirit and is very uplifting.  She brought back joy after we had gone through a long period of difficulty 

and fear during Covid. Ilse Yocum    Pastor Ahlman……thank you for your wonderful and spiritual  services at  

St. Stephen’s Church. You will surely be missed by all. Joyce Pokrywka  Pastor Ahlman, you surpassed all that 

we could have hoped for when God blessed us with you.  May God bless you and Tors for the rest of your 

days.  We love and will remember you always. Charlie & Martha Baun  Thank you so much for visiting my 

dad when he was sick and praying for him.  My family and I truly appreciate all your kindness and we will miss 

you.  Love, Michelle Delacourt   We sure are going to miss you, thank you for all you have done.  I wish we 

could keep you here forever.  Love, Sue and Dan Delacourt  I thank you for all you have done for the church. 

I love seeing the children come up in the church for the children’s sermon. Iva Turner  I want to thank you 

for including the children in the service and visiting them in Sunday School. Linda Peters     
 
 
 
 
 

May the Lord keep watch between you and me when we are 
away from each other  Genesis 31:49 



 

Goodbye and God Bless!! 

 

Thank you does not seem like enough for all you have done for our congregation and myself personally. I 

believe God has put you in our path as I now know why they call it a bridge pastor:  to take us from one point 

to another. You will forever be with me. Thank you, Jeannette Daly   Thank you for guiding our church during 

our transitional period. You have been an inspiration to us. I wish you and Tors well in your home. John 

Schneider Best wishes in your new home. Thank you for everything you have done for our church, you are a 

blessing! Jenn Schneider  Hi Pastor Ahlman, Your "three months" commitment to our congregation has been 

a blessing. Thank you sharing your love and wisdom with all of us and especially for involving our 

children!!!  Thanks again, in God's love, Tess    Thank you for blessing me when I was going to the hospital 

and visiting me at home & giving me communion.  Hope you enjoyed the baseball game. You are my new 

friend.  I will miss you.  Chris Borsuk  Your devotion to God and to St Stephens is very apparent.  You became 

part of St Stephen's Church family and will be missed. Ron & Judy Borsuk  Pastor Ahlman, it has been a 

pleasure working with you over the past year. You made us feel worthy of a new pastor, by focusing on our 

strong points. Your input at W&M was invaluable. Thank You Lois Ann O’Donnell   Thank you for inspiration 

and insight. Mary and Mike Ridgeway  Ah, Pastor, you brought sunshine to our days.  How I will miss your 

sense of humor, your gentle guidance and your spirit of encouragement!  May God bless you and Tors through 

all the days of your new journey together. Carol Dunn   Pastor Ahlman, Thank you for your dedication and 

service to St. Stephen’s this past year. Blessings and peace, The Gladu Family   Dear Pastor Ahlman, It was a 

blessing for me knowing you as a person and Pastor. This short period of time worshipping God together I felt 
your imparted love and kindness towards St. Stephen’s church congregation and beyond.  God bless you. Choir 

director, Vasiliy    Thanks for joining us - for sharing your warmth in many ways. Come visit any time. ”. 

 Joyce and family   Pastor Ahlman, you were a true blessing sent to us at exactly the time we needed you. 

Thank you for your thoughtful and caring help as we navigate our future. Laurie Murphy   
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Ahlman has been a caring compassionate and spiritual person who has lead us into being better 

prepared for a new Pastor to take us into the future. Lynn and Ken Billingham   Thank-you Pastor Ahlman for 

all of the help that you have cheerfully given to us throughout this past year, and for your enthusiastic 
kindness!! Thank-you especially for your lively and engaging children's sermons!!" –Andrew     
 

 
 

For He will command His angels concerning you, to guard you in 
all your ways  Psalm 91:11 



 

You have received the gift of joy.  You have shared that gift by your words of purpose and energetic actions.  I 

was charmed by the simplicity ,strength and sweetness of that joy.  Wishing you and Tors the blessings of new 

discoveries.  It was nice to have met you.  Vika    I wanted to extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude 

for all you have done for our church, especially the youngest members. I can’t thank you enough for helping 
our future Confirmands and agreeing to come back to confirm Erin and Josh in the fall. You have been a breath 
of fresh air and we will miss your positivity and exuberance! We truly appreciate how much you supported our 
Sunday School endeavors, from inviting us to sing in front of the congregation, to stopping in the classroom to 
say hello, and your beautiful children’s sermons. Best wishes and please know how much you will be missed at 

St. Stephen’s!  Sincerely, Jen and Erin Higgins  Please tell Pastor that her support, prayers and visits meant 

the world to my mother and I. Jean Seltzer and Dawn Boger     God is good because He gave someone like 

you to me. He knew just what I needed, and He wasted no time in making our paths cross.  You will never 

know how much I appreciate you!! Will never forget you!! Cat Essig   Pastor Ahlman, it’s been a pleasure 

having you as our Bridge Pastor. You fit in perfectly with our congregation! I for one will miss you, wish you 
could be permanent! Good luck with whatever the future holds for you and your family. God Bless You, Maria 

Taylor  Pastor Ahlman I’m sorry to see you go. I’ve love having you here at St. Stephens. You have put the bar 

high for our new pastor. I hope you can come visit every so often. Love JJ  Thank you for uplifting our hearts 

and souls, and renewing our joy coming to church. We wish you have a fun and enjoyable retirement. Susan 

and Bill Gordon  Pastor Ahlman has forever touched our hearts for which we are eternally grateful!  Ron Wos 

 
 

 
“How lucky we are to have someone that makes saying 

goodbye so hard.” – A.A. Milne 
 

!!!! 
 

 

https://bookmans.com/winnie-the-pooh-quotes-that-will-make-your-heart-melt/

